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The arts in Latvia



Janis Rozentāls
(18.03.1866. –26.12.1916.)

• Janis Rozentāls was a famous Latvian
painter.

• Rozentāls was born in Bebri Farmstead,
Saldus parish, Courland Governorate in
the Russian Empire.

• He received the basic education at
H.Krause's Elementary School in Saldus
and Kuldīga District School.

• At the age of fifteen he left for Riga and
consistently tried to realize his dream
about art, later entering Saint Petersburg
Academy of Arts.



• A little later the artist decided to settle

in Saldus as he wanted to live among

his people and create art appropriate to

its aspirations and feelings.

• His works span all of the popular

genres of his time from realism and

impressionism to art nouveau and

national romanticism.

• The 150th anniversary of the birth of

Janis Rozentāls is included in the

UNESCO list of anniversaries of

eminent personalities of member states

celebrated in 2016.



Pēc dievkalpojuma, 1894

After the Service

The artist spent many Sundays

at Saldus St. John's Church,

photographing and sketching

selected characters. The

painting depicts about forty

persons, all painted by people

well known to Rozenthal. In

the foreground of the painting

is an older couple, in which he

painted his parents - mother

Lavize and father Miķelis.



Princese ar pērtiķi, 1913

The Princess and the Monkey

It was a lady at the carnival - German-

Baltic gymnast Goto Betge, and another

mention of Finnish dancer Megia

Gripenberg. In a broader sense, the

depicted woman's image fits within the

broader context of early 20th-century

European art.



Vilhems Purvītis
(02.03. 1872. –14.01. 1945.)

• Vilhelms Purvitis is a very famous

and favorite Latvian landscape

painter.

• He is a founder of landscape

painting school in Latvia, the artist

founded the Art Academy of Latvia

and was its first rector, he also was a

director of Art museum of Riga, and

organized exhibitions abroad.



• His landscapes are full of local

motives and Latvian nature is

portrayed in the neo romantic

atmosphere.

• During his lifetime he produced more

than thousand paintings and drawings

and many of them were never

exhibited because he preferred to

collect them in his apartment.



Pavasara ūdeņi, 1910

Spring Waters (Majestic)



Ziema, 1910

Winter



Ziedonis (1930)

Spring



Kārlis Padegs
(08.10.1911. –19.04.1940.)

• He is a famous Latvian painter of

his time, graphic artist and

bohemian.

• He studied under noted Latvian

painter Vilhelms Purvītis at

the Art Academy of Latvia.



• He was a refined romantic, Riga

dandy of the 1930ies.

• Padegs acquired an original

style and introduced shocking

themes that sharply contrasted

with the usually lyrical or heroic

Latvian art of his time.



Padegs un Astrālais, 1939

Mr. Padegs and the Astral

• He favored themes of modern

urban life, antiwar subjects, ideal

dream world and sarcastic self-

portraits.



Madonna ar ložmetēju, 1932

Madonna with Machine Gun

The style of the painting reflects

both local Baltic influences and

the modern art movements of

contemporary Western Europe.



Džemma Lija Skulme
(20.09.1925. –09.11.2019.)

• She was a Latvian artist and

modernist painter.

• Her personality played a

paramount role in Latvian art

development and social life of

Latvia in the second half of the

20th century.



• Some of Džemma Skulme's works are

on display at the State Museum of Art

in Riga, the Tretyakov Gallery in

Moscow and Zimmerly Art Museum

(the United States).

• Her works are in the collections of the

Presidents of France and Russia, and

the Queen of Denmark.



Tautas dziesma,1969 

Folksong



Kompozīcija, 1925 

Composition



Maija Nora Tabaka
(5.11.1939.)

• The artist had formed her own

independent style of painting in

the seventies when appeared

characteristic figural compositions

with portraits of the main heroes,

detailed depiction of the

environment, interiors and

costumes.



• Glamorous figures, use of cinematic

techniques: spotlighting the faces and

attaching great importance to details,

special costumes, staged unreal

situations, the simultaneous

representation of many layers of

reality were characteristic to the

images of Maija Tabaka’s paintings.



Regīna 1977

Regina

Maija painted this as a

tribute to the actress

Regina Razuma



Putnu barošana, 2007

Birds Feeding




