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Traditional Latvian Music

Traditional Latvian music

is often set to traditional 

poetry called dainas.

They date back over a 

thousand years old.

More than 1.2 million 

texts and 30 000 melodies 

of folk songs have been 

identified.



Traditional Latvian Music

Folk songs are sung 

and played in 

different styles.



Different 

traditional musical 

instruments are 

used for singing 

folk songs like:

• trideksnis, 

• devil’s drums, 

• whistles, 

• dūdas and 

• kokles



Traditional Latvian Music

 One of the most popular bands 

performing folk music in Latvia 

and Suiti wives.

 They sing in a special way 

including vocal drone singing.



Suiti wives



Traditional Latvian Music

 In 2009, the Suiti cultural 

space was included in the 

UNESCO List of Intangible 

Cultural Heritage in Need of 

Urgent Safeguarding.



Traditional Latvian Music

 Folk music is 

also sung at the 

Latvian Song and

dance festivals.



Pūt vējiņi
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Classical music

 Emīls Dārziņš (1875-1910)

was a Latvian composer and music critic.

One of the classics of Latvian choir and

solo songs. He also wrote several pieces

for the orchestra, of which only

"Melancholic Waltz" has survived.



Emīls Dārziņš –

Melancholic Waltz



Classical music

 The Latvian composer 

Pēteris Vasks (1946) is well 

known in the world.

 He has composed both 

instrumental pieces and 

choral songs.



Pēteris Vasks – Summer



Classical music

 Ēriks Ešenvalds (1977)

is one of the most sought-

after composers working 

today, with a busy 

commission schedule and 

performances of his music 

heard on every continent.



Ēriks Ešenvalds –

The Soul's song



Classical music

 Choir traditions are very strong in 

Latvia. 

 There are a lot of amateur choirs in 

Latvia.

 Once every five years the Latvian 

National Song and Dance Festival 

takes place with around 20 000 

singers taking part in it. 



Pop music



Pop music

 Raimonds Pauls (1936) is 

the most popular pop music

composer.

 He has written solo songs as 

well as songs for choirs, 

instrumental pieces, music 

for theatrical performances 

and motion pictures.



Raimonds Pauls – Davāja

Māriņa



Pop music

 The most famous pop group

in Latvia is ‘Prāta vētra’ or

‘Brainstorm’ in English. 



Prāta Vētra– Pašu dārgāko



Thank you for attention!


