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Latvian 
Myths and 
Legends 



“Lāčplēsis” 
(The Bear Slayer) 

•Lāčplēsis or the Bear Slayer is a 
poem which is based on local 
legends.  
•Lāčausis or the Bear ear was a 
stately young man who inherited 
bear’s ears from his mother.  
•His mother was a bear. 

 



•There was a witch who 
thought her son was the 
strongest man in the world.  
 
•One day the Bear Slayer and 
the witch’s son made a duel.  
 
•The Bear Slayer chopped one 
of the witch’s son’s heads off. 



•He cut the Bear Slayer’s left 
ear off and the Bear Slayer 
lost the strength in his left 
hand. 
 
• Then they both dropped 
the swords and started 
fighting with their hands, 
and in the evening they both 
fell into the depths of the 
river Daugava. 



Lāčplesis present day. 

Comic books created 
by Kao Viet Nguyen 

Lāčplēsis War Order 

Beer brand 

Lačplēša Day 



"Legend about 
Staburags 

•Legend tells a story about a girl 
whose groom was a fisherman. 
 
• Once, as always waiting for her 
fisherman on a rock stud, a big 
storm broke out and the guy 
drowned.  
 
 



•The girl, seeing it, remained 
crying on the high shore, almost 
frozen and turned into a stone 
stud, but tears did not stop 
flowing. 
 
 



" Staburags 

•Staburags or Staburadze was an 
unusual 18-metre high cliff on the 
bank of Daugava in Latvia shaped 
and formed by lime-rich springs. 
 
 
•Since 1965 the cliff has been 6.5 
meters underwater due to the 
construction of Pļaviņas 
Hydroelectric Power Station dam. 



Thank you! 


