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Art History and  

Architecture of Latvia 



Medieval architecture 

Medieval architecture entered 

Latvia when the Crusades took 

place. 

(500-1500) 
Gothic  architecture is one of 

the most popular medieval 

styles in Latvia, especially in 

Riga. 

Gothic Church of St.John's in Riga Central fortification of Medieval Cēsis castle 



Medieval architecture 

Old town, Riga  

In 1997, Riga's historic center 

was included in 

the UNESCO World Heritage List. 



Renaissance and 

Mannerism 
Renaissance came into Latvia 

later because of the war . 

(1501-1620) 

Mannerism was characterized 

by stylistic artisticity and a 

propensity for visual effects . 

Facade of the Convent 

House in Riga 
Trinity Church in Kuldīga 



Renaissance and 

Mannerism 

The House of the Blackheads, Riga 



Baroque and 

Rococo 

Rundale Castle 

(1621-1780) 

Decoration forms are 

predominantly flat, ornate and 

gilded. 



Baroque and 

Rococo Art 

Rundale Castle interior 



Classicism and 

Romanticism 
Classicism and Romanticism 

architecture was a higher level 

compared to Baroque architecture.  

Johana Dāniela Gotfrīda ɈAleksandra gateɉ 

 

Riga St. Neva Alexander Orthodox Church 

17th -19th centuries  



Classicism and 

Romanticism 

The Latvian National Opera and Ballet, Riga 

 

Mežotnes castle, Tukums 

 



Classicism and 

Romanticism Art 

J. L. Eginks έƻŘȅǎǎŜǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǳǎƛŎŀŀέ WΦ IΦ .ŀǳƳŀƴƛǎ ά{ŜƭŦ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘϦ 



Art Nouveau 

 K. Pēkšēna Rent House in Riga 

( 1890 ɀ1915) 

Almost half of the buildings in 

Old Riga are built in Nouveau 

style. 

In Nouveau style artists focused 

their attention on the interior 

design of buildings.  



Eclectic decorative 

Art Nouveau.  

Ar Nouveau buildings in Riga 

Female figures sculptures, 

masks, as well as mythical 

creatures, different animal 

types, shapes, diverse 

ornaments, color accents, on 

each floor. 



Rational and 

National 

Romanticism Art 

Nouveau 

Almost complete abandonment of 

decorations in the facade of the building 

National Romantic buildings 

are characterized by a certain 

heaviness of shapes, steep 

roofs, with polished tops and 

elegant motifs. 

 

Ar Nouveau buildings in Riga 



Static Art Nouveau. 

 

Static Art Nouveau spread after 1906, when romantic 

stylized motifs gradually disappeared in the facades of 

buildings. 

Ar Nouveau buildings in Riga 



Art Nouveau Art . 

 

Janis Rozentals ɈPrincess with a 

Monkeyɉ 

Jānis Valters ɈMarket in Jelgavaɉ 



The second half of 

the 20th century 

Airport Spilve 

Depicts the right, perfect world 

not reality.  

Latvian symbols were used on 

the outside of the building, but 

the government  banned them 

and did not mention the 

symbols in festivals and 

elsewhere. 



The second half of the 

20th century 

Latvian Academy of 

Sciences, Riga  

Office building, Riga 



The second half of the 

20th century Art 

Ģederts Elias ɈɉAt the well 

Džemma Skulme ɈFolk 

festivalɉ 



Modernism and Postmodernism 

Castle of Light, Riga 

¿ŀƴƛǎ [ƛǇƪŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΣ wƛƎŀ 
 
 

Modernism -simple, 

functional, accurate, 

qualitative 

Postmodernism - undetermined, 

mixed genres, mixed cultures  



Thank you! 


